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EEccoonnoommiieess  ooff  SSccaallee::  
WWhhyy  NNooww  iiss    
tthhee  TTiimmee  ttoo  FFooccuuss  oonn  
RReevviittaalliizzaattiioonn  
 

We’re overstating the obvious that 

San Bernardino and the nation as a 

whole are experiencing economic 

challenges.  Those challenges, 

however, are short-term whereas the 

vision for the revitalization for 

Downtown San Bernardino is 

designed for the long-term.  

Successful downtown revitalizations 

– like those of Los Angeles, 

Pasadena, and Brea – required more 

than a decade of visioning and 

planning and were in large part 

started in distressed economic times. 

 

The City of San Bernardino and the 

Economic Development Agency are 

not select in realizing the 

opportunities of Downtown’s future.  

More than $2 billion is currently being 

invested by the City, County, State 

and private business to revitalize the 

center of San Bernardino.  To that 

point, the I-215 widening is one of 

many major transportation projects in 

the state that is on-track to receive 

federal stimulus funding.  The State 

recognizes the importance of San 

Bernardino’s growth and we are in 

agreement. 

  

 
Para información en español:  

 
sobre planes de revitalizar el centro de 
San Bernardino, por favor de contactar a 
Roberto Chevez por teléfono, 
909-886-8188, o por coreo electrónica, 
rchevez@westboundcommunications.com 

YYoouurr  VViissiioonn  UUnnvveeiilleedd::    AA  VViissiioonn  aanndd  AAccttiioonn  PPllaann  
ffoorr  DDoowwnnttoowwnn  SSaann  BBeerrnnaarrddiinnoo  
Public input, Charrettes, Open 
House lead EDA to identify a 
Preferred Plan for the 
Revitalization of 
Downtown San Bernardino 
 
A new vision of Downtown San Bernardino is 
soon to become a realization.  During the 
eight-month process, constructive input has 
been received from downtown area 
stakeholders, businesses, employees, 
residents, City, County and State officials.  
Now the San Bernardino Economic 
Development Agency, with the assistance 
from the urban design firm, EDAW, is 
preparing to unveil a direction for the 
Preferred Plan, a guide for the future 
revitalization of Downtown, at a series of 
upcoming presentations. 
 
We encourage you to attend these 
presentations, provide additional input and 
comments, and to share in the formulation of 
the Vision and Action Plan.  Even more so, 
we invite you to witness a Plan that was 
developed totally and completely from the 
input and recommendations made from the 
San Bernardino community.  Your input has 
led us to a Vision and Action Plan that builds 
on San Bernardino’s core strengths: as a civic 
hub, education center and theatre destination. 
 
A working model, along with computer 
simulations depicting the direction of the  

Preferred Plan will be unveiled at the 
upcoming Downtown Core Vision / Action Plan 
update meetings and presentations listed 
below:  

 
Planning Commission Meeting 
San Bernardino City Hall Council Chambers 
300 North D Street 
Wednesday, March 18, 2009 
7:00 pm 

 
Downtown Business Association Meeting 
San Bernardino Economic Development 
Agency Board Room 
201 North E Street, Suite 301 
Thursday, March 19, 2009 
7:30 am 
 
Community Development Commission - 
City Council Meeting 
San Bernardino City Hall Council Chambers 
300 North D Street 
Monday, April 6, 2009 
4:30 pm 
 
Public Presentation – Open House 
San Bernardino City Hall Council Chambers 
300 North D Street 
Thursday, April 9, 2009 
·  Afternoon Session 

12:30 pm – 2:00 pm Presentation, Q&A 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Open House 
 

·  Evening Session 
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm: 
Presentation, Panel Discussion, Q&A 
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm: Open House 

TThhiiss  IIssssuuee  
  

Your Vision  PP..11 
Why Now  PP..11  

Road to Completion  PP..22  
The Future  PP..22  

    
 

Need more Information? 
 
Click the link for the Downtown Core 
Vision / Action plan at 
www.sbrda.org .  To share your 
thoughts and ideas, contact the 
Project Manager Jeffrey Smith via e-
mail at jsmith@sbrda.org 
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RRooaadd  ttoo  CCoommpplleettiioonn::  
FFiinnaall  RReeppoorrtt  ttoo  bbee  PPrreesseenntteedd  ttoo  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  iinn  MMaayy  
 
Our efforts developing and presentation of a direction for a Preferred Plan just 
about completes another step, of a seven-step process for the San Bernardino 
Downtown Core Vision / Action Plan.  Now that a Preferred Plan direction has 
been identified, recommendations for the potential development and creation of 
Development Standards, Zoning Changes, and an Implementation strategy will 
begin to be finalized in preparation for the final report.  An expected final report 
date: May 2009. AAss  WWoorrkk  CCoonnttiinnuueess,,  

WWee  SSttiillll  WWaanntt  YYoouurr  IInnppuutt!!  
 
As we wrap up developing the Vision / Action 
Plan effort for Downtown San Bernardino, we 
still want to hear from you.  Your input is 
crucial to the success of this project.  Please 
contact us with your comments and 
suggestions. 
 
Visit us online at the City of San Bernardino 
Economic Development Agency website at 
www.sbrda.org .  Click the link for the 
Downtown Core Vision / Action Plan.  You 
are always welcome to share your thoughts 
and ideas with the Project Manager via mail 
or e-mail.  We will forward them to the Design 
Team. 
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WWaanntt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn??  
 
The Downtown Core Vision / Action Plan 
Newsletter is prepared by the City of San 
Bernardino Economic Development Agency 
as part of the public outreach effort for the 
City of San Bernardino Downtown Core 
Vision / Action Plan project.  If you have any 
further questions regarding this urban 
planning effort, please contact the Project 
Manager: 
 
Jeffrey Smith, AICP 
Senior Urban Planner 
City of San Bernardino 
Economic Development Agency 
201 North E Street, Suite 301 
San Bernardino, CA  92401-1507 
TEL:  (909) 663-1044 
E-mail:  jsmith@sbrda.org 
  
 
For public relations & marketing inquiries, 
please contact: 
 
Carrie Gilbreth 
Westbound Communications 
Public Relations and Marketing 
4155 N. Golden Avenue 
San Bernardino, CA  92404 
TEL:  (909) 886-8188 
E-mail: 
cgilbreth@westboundcommunications.com 
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TThhee  FFuuttuurree  ooff  DDoowwnnttoowwnn  SSaann  BBeerrnnaarrddiinnoo  
 
San Bernardino has in its Downtown a potential other cities can only imagine.  As 
the City moves forward, a plan is needed that fully incorporates its people, 
institutions and enterprises.  However, it will take a collaborative effort between 
the public and private sectors to bring about a strong and deliberate course of 
action. 
 
The future of San Bernardino must include a vibrant, strong and prosperous 
Downtown.  It must be sustainable, green and efficient, include smart growth 
principles, and be the active hub to the City and surrounding region.  To that end, 
forthcoming recommendations from the San Bernardino Downtown Core Vision / 
Action Plan will serve to guide the future of Downtown San Bernardino. 


